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                               April 4, 2022 

 

The Board of Directors of Amnesty International USA  

C/O Chairwoman, Ms. Alexandria Durbak 

Amnesty International USA 

311 W 43rd Street, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10036 

 

 

Dear Ms. Durbak: 

 

On March 22nd, the American Jewish Congress launched an advocacy initiative bringing 

attention to the biased, anti-Israel, and antisemitic rhetoric delivered by Paul O’Brien - your 

Executive Director of Amnesty International USA (AIUSA). In an address to the Women’s 

National Democratic Club (WNDC) of Washington D.C., O’Brien spoke with grave disregard 

for Israel’s Humanitarian aid efforts, demonized the one true democracy in the Middle East - and 

disrespected Jews across the globe. Moreover, O’Brien displayed genuine antisemitic beliefs 

when he noted that “Israel shouldn’t exist as a Jewish State.” On behalf of the American 

Jewish Congress, the voices of Jewish Communities worldwide, and the 749 petition 

signatories  - we call for O’Brien’s dismissal as Executive Director of Amnesty 

International USA with immediate effect.   

 

Since Amnesty’s founding, your organization has prided itself on its basis of impartiality, 

independence, democracy, and mutual respect. Regrettably, these were qualities far removed 

from the words Mr. O’Brien delivered on March 9th. As Jews, a people that have been 

persecuted and tyrannized for hundreds of years, this type of behavior resonates with our 

community on a deeper level. Moreover, to hear Mr. O’Brien speak on behalf of the domestic 

Jewish population, uttering that he understands what “the majority of American Jews want” or 

that this conversation "needs to start first and foremost with the Jewish community” when he 

himself is not Jewish is hurtful and offensive.  

 

Prior to O’Brien’s comments to the WNDC, Amnesty International released a biased report 

smearing the Jewish State, which also threatens peace and stability in the Middle East. In 

addition, this report paints Arab Israelis as helpless and disregards the threats Israel endures on a 

daily basis. In the last two weeks alone, Israel has lost 11 of its citizens at the hands of terror, 

with two of three attacks having links to the Islamic State.  
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With the rise of antisemitic dialogue, BDS on college campuses, and now public proclamations 

from a senior official within your ranks - we cannot afford to sit idly by. O’Brien demonized the 

only Jewish State in the world, marginalized the beliefs and desires of an entire community, and 

provided biased, skewed, and blasphemous rhetoric.   

 

For these reasons, the American Jewish Congress and the 749 undersigned advocates are 

calling for action.  

 

Mr. O’Brien’s comments aren’t only offensive to Jews worldwide but also violate AIUSA’s 

code of conduct, which read: “[That} all Parties are expected to conduct themselves in a 

manner that embodies integrity and respect at all times.”  

 

From our perspective, we ask how those actions even resemble an undertaking consisting of 

integrity or respect? In our experience, when individuals have been forced to ask themselves 

such a question, the answer usually is: it doesn’t.  

 

We cannot allow this pattern of discourse to grow any deeper - especially from an international 

organization that claims to preserve, protect, and defend Human Rights for all around the world. 

In contradiction to this pursuit, Mr. O’Brien’s public behavior, coupled with his antisemitic 

remarks, provides legitimacy and a safe harbor for those looking to do harm to Jews worldwide.  

 

We urge Amnesty’s leadership to call O'Brien’s display what it is: an abuse of power with 

potentially dangerous consequences for the groups and communities he falsely discredits. 

Moreover, we demand immediate action for Paul O’Brien’s offensive display of influence 

and call for his prompt dismissal from Amnesty International USA.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention to this crucial matter. We eagerly await your reply.  

 

 

With Kindest Regards, 

             
Jack Rosen        Munr Kazmir 

President        Vice President 

 

 

               
Ben Chouake, MD       Michael Melnicke 

Secretary        Treasurer 
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