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March 17, 2022 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House Minority Leader 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

U.S. Senate Majority Leader     U.S. Senate Minority Leader 

Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510   

 

The Honorable Robert Menendez    The Honorable James Risch 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Foreign Relations Committee     Foreign Relations Committee 

Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Gregory Meeks    The Honorable Michael McCaul 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Foreign Affairs Committee     Foreign Affairs Committee 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Chairman Menendez, 

Ranking Member Risch, Chairman Meeks, and Ranking Member McCaul: 

The threat posed by Iran is more dangerous now than ever before. On behalf of The 

American Jewish Congress, we write to express our concerns regarding the dangers faced by 

our allies as negotiations for a revived nuclear agreement with Iran continue to unfold. 

For months, discussions in Vienna have laid the groundwork for Iran to strengthen its position in 

this fight. As Iran's leverage continues to grow, so does its ambition to induce harm on its 

adversaries. A few days ago, Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps executed a rocket attack that 

landed near a U.S. Consulate in Erbil, Iraq. Regrettably, however, this isn't new behavior. 

 

Iran has repeatedly countered its path to progress by undermining U.S. interests, endangering 

Jewish communities worldwide, and through its sponsorship of terrorism. The country's leaders 

have provided financial, political, and material support to known terror groups, such as Hezbollah 

in Lebanon and the Houthi insurgency in Yemen. In particular, when discussing Hezbollah, Iranian 

aid has afforded the organization hundreds of millions of dollars and over one hundred thousand 

airborne ordnances, such as missiles and rockets. Subsequently, these weapons have laid harm on 

the United States and our allies in the region, including the Middle East's one true democracy, the 

State of Israel. Shortly after the IRGC's unjustified and dangerous barrage in Erbil, an official 
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statement claiming responsibility for the attack was released by the Corps. It said: "The crimes and 

evils of this infamous regime will not go unanswered {sic}; last night, the strategic center of Zionist 

conspiracy and evil was targeted by powerful missiles of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps." 

 

This action was not only a violation of Iraqi sovereignty, but yet another example of Tehran's desire 

to see the United States and our allies destroyed. 

 

As nuclear negotiations remain ongoing, ensuring that there are measures to protect the interests 

and security of our allies is paramount. In light of recent events, bipartisan action to seek clarity and 

highlight concerns regarding the dialogue have been heavily voiced, and we stand firmly behind 

these Members of Congress. However, we must transform words into action - and urge the Federal 

Government to provide the fundamental security guarantees requested by our allies as part of any 

new nuclear deal. 

 

These security arrangements must safeguard Israel's interests, Abraham Accord partners, and other 

allies. Moreover, the terms must dictate concrete measures to protect the region should Iran 

continue its pattern of tyrannical behavior. The United States could also manifest support from the 

UAE when pushing on OPEC for increased oil production by instituting these provisions. If 

effective, this would not only result in significant cost-savings for Americans at the pump, but 

would simultaneously protect interests at home and preserve the safety of our allies abroad. 

 

As you know, Jewish Americans are deeply focused on the state of our country's position in the 

global sphere. For over a century, the American Jewish Congress has defended our communities by 

advocating for policies and positions that promote democratic values and contribute to Tikkun 

Olam, which means "to repair the world." Having been founded by great American Jewish leaders 

such as Albert Einstein, former Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir, and U.S. Supreme Court Justice 

Louis Brandeis, we know first-hand what it means to defend the principles one believes in.  

 

This request is no different.   

 

As negotiations continue, we ask for your support in protecting the interests of the U.S. and our 

allies, safeguarding Jewish communities around the world, and thwarting the Iranian War Machine's 

ambition to achieve breakout capability. Thank you for your attention on this critical matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

                       
Jack Rosen        Munr Kazmir 

President        Vice President 

 

                
Ben Chouake        Michael Melnicke 

Secretary        Treasurer 


