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Senator Jim Risch (R-ID), Chairman 
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20510 
 
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Risch and Ranking Member Menendez, 
 
On behalf of the American Jewish Congress, we are sending you this letter to express our 
support for the swift confirmation of Tony Blinken to be the country’s next Secretary of State. 
Secretary-designate Blinken is supremely qualified for the position, having served as Deputy Secretary of 
State in the Obama Administration, and is ready to advance the mission of the department on day one. 
 
The American Jewish Congress is a leading legacy organization of the Jewish community, having been 
founded by great American Jewish leaders, such as Albert Einstein, former Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and U.S. Supreme Court Justices Louis Brandeis and Felix Frankfurter. We 
are a member organization of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, 
and for over 100 years, we have worked to defend Jewish interests at home and abroad.  
 
We are sending you this letter with a sense of urgency. As you know, the American Jewish community is 
deeply focused on the state of America’s position in the world. A leading America means both a safe 
America for our citizens and for our allies, such as Israel. We believe that the President-elect deserves to 
have his core national security team on-board as soon as possible to manage multiple pressing issues. 
That is why we believe that, due to his strong record of success and deep commitment to both Israel and 
the Jewish community, Secretary-designate Blinken can deliver results. 
 
We therefore hope that your confirmation hearings with Secretary-designate Blinken will be meaningful and 
constructive. And we then hope that you will move his nomination quickly out of committee and to the 
floor for a rapid confirmation vote. Our country needs an effective leader at the State Department as soon 
as possible, and we believe that you will find Secretary-designee Blinken worthy of your swift approval.  
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Joel Rubin, Executive Director     Ben Chouake, Secretary 


